In the summer of 2003 Yonder Mountain String Band went abroad for the first
time and toured Europe for just shy of two weeks. I stole away then film
student Leland Russell from his Cal Arts base, rented some Sony PD-150s in
L(J‘l‘ld(l‘l‘l' :-lntl set out to (l(:culrlf:rlt thc venture, pi(:king up thc rest (:four Crew
:!lurlg the way in Europe. The first stop was the G:!lwaf Arts Festival in G:!lw:-ulu
Ireland where YMSB played to a sold out crowd at the Roisin Dubh. From
Ireland the band and crew traveled to rural France to take part in a country
music festival (C ountry Rendez-Vous Festival) ((:Inplrtr with line danci ing pl at-
forms 111(1 a smatterin 2 of Inlsplu.td American country culture. Tl‘mu;,h the
band was told before their set that there would be no encore, the (.r(:“(l and
host ended up insisting on two encores. After a few days of press, radio spots,
and two shows at the Borderline in London, the mini-tour culminated at the

C '-lIl'lIJrl(1$1F Folk Festival. The fetival was a sm '-l-.l'lll‘.!s1 success with each of their
sets bec oming more Pupulﬂf_d as word sprr'ul th rous,h the festival g grounds of
the energy and sinc erity of their pf_rforlrnrlu_ Our little film crew also found
our documenting performance of a perpetually higher quality as the tour went
on. The two week | gig happened so quickly, that without the 70 hours of raw
fuut'!;,f_ we returned w 1t1‘! ‘r('_(ll.l('_‘l'l(..lllg ihr events in memory woul(l 1'!'-1\(-_ IJ(‘(‘I‘!
1mpunlblr The opportunity was an honor and the Europe tour was an absolute
pleasure to film.

-Jack Chester New York, NY 10.19.05




